Biology 160 Course Syllabus

Tuesday/Thursday
INSTRUCTOR:  Laurie Coles M.S.
OFFICE/PHONE: Room 128,(FAFB Ed Center), Phone: 509-247-2779, or 

28-114(SFCC), Phone: 509-533-4141 (SFCC), or Science Office SFCC, 509-533-3660.

e- MAIL: LaurieC@spokanefalls.edu
WEB: www.spokanefalls.edu, SFCC main page, Angel 
OFFICE HOURS: T & TH from 3:45 -4:45PM/ or make an appointment for meeting.

TEXT: CAMPBELL BIOLOGY, 9TH edition, also by Reese, Urry, Cain, Wasserman, Minorsky, and Jackson (SPECIAL BUNDLE!!). Optional materials are just that, for sale in the bookstore, arranged for by science department.
ROOM/TIME: Lec. Room 216.

T,Th 5:00-6:15


  Lab. Room 216.                 T,Th  6:30-8:30






COURSE DESCRIPTION: General Biology is an introduction to college-level Biology. Course topics include the nature of science, chemistry relevant to living organisms, cell structure and function, cellular metabolism, reproduction, genetics, the evolution of biological organization, and ecological relationships. Although chemistry is not a prerequisite for this course, most students find that previous chemistry coursework enhances their understanding of the material covered in general biology.
COURSEWORK/TESTS: There will be an in-class lecture test about every other week.  None of the lecture tests is comprehensive; format is mixed (multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank, essay etc.). The lowest lecture test grade will be automatically dropped. There will be two lab tests; the format may be via powerpoint or a practical (station to station). A weekly lab quiz will be given each Tuesday on the previous week’s lab work. There may also be a practical testing of microscope skills. See lecture/lab schedule for tentative test dates. Any change in test dates will be announced in advance of the test and posted Angel. There may be pop quizzes, and some take-home assignments. Point value is specified on all tests and assignments. A single make up lecture test will be available, with an acceptable excuse, provided in a timely manner. All make-up lecture tests will be given at the end of the quarter during exam week. 

**NO MAKE-UP LAB QUIZZES or TESTS WILL BE GIVEN

DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES: The Americans with Disabilities Act is designed to ensure that students with disabilities have an equal opportunity to access academic programs and successfully complete their educational goals. Spokane Community College is committed to providing accessibility to all students. Any students with disabilities who have accommodation needs must contact Disability Support Services at (509) 533-4166 to make an appointment to complete the intake process. This information will be strictly confidential. 

GRADING: Course grades will be calculated on the basis of the total number of points earned from the lecture tests, laboratory tests and assignments. The grades corresponding to a given percentage points earned are shown below. A "Z" grade will only be given under extraordinary circumstances. A student must meet with the instructor and supply documentation of the circumstances prior to the assignment of a Z grade. The assignment of a Z grade is at the instructor’s discretion. A "Z" grade is not given so that a student may avoid receiving a poor grade. Students may discuss grades with the instructor at any point in the term. Students are encouraged to keep all graded tests and assignments returned to them as a record of their work in the course. If you feel that there has been an error made in the computation of your grade, see the instructor without delay to resolve the situation.

Course grade is based only on assigned work; therefore, please do not ask for extra credit assignments beyond what is assigned.

The deadline for withdrawing from the course is, May 21, 2012.

Grading Scale

% Equivalent

96-100 = 4.0

85-86 = 3.3
76 = 2.6
69 = 1.9
62 = 1.2

95 = 3.9

83-84 = 3.2  
75 = 2.5
68 = 1.8
61= 1.1

94 = 3.8

81-82 = 3.1  
74 = 2.4
67 = 1.7
60= 1.0

93= 3.7


80 = 3.0
73 = 2.3
66 = 1.6
59 = 0.9

91-92 = 3.6

79 = 2.9
72 = 2.2
65 = 1.5
58 = 0.8

89-90 = 3.5

78 = 2.8
71 = 2.1
64=1.4

57 = 0.7

87-88 = 3.4

77 = 2.7
70 = 2.0
63 = 1.3
56 = 0.0

Numeric Grade
Letter Grade

3.8-4.0
……………………A

2.0-2.2……………………C

3.5-3.7……………………A-

1.6-1.9……………………C-
3.2-3.4……………………B+

1.3-1.5……………………D+

2.9-3.1……………………B

1.0-1.2……………………D

2.6-2.8……………………B-

0.7-0.9……………………D-

2.3-2.5……………………C+

0.0-0.6……………………F

Student Responsibilities:

1. Students are expected to read text and lab manual assignments before coming to class (see lecture/lab schedule). Students will need to access the internet web page of 
Angel for assignments, announcements and updates on class schedules. Students will need to set up a user name and password in order to access their grades and other class materials on Angel. 

2. Students are expected to attend all lecture and lab meeting and to be punctual. It is not necessary for students to call the instructor regarding missed classes unless an exam is missed.  Students are responsible for all material covered in class including announcements even if they are absent.

3. Students are responsible for all material listed in the unit objectives. These objectives should be used as a checklist to ensure that the student is studying material considered significant for this course.   

4. Students are expected to take tests and quizzes on the days they are scheduled. Assignments are due by the assigned date. You may email an assignment the night it is due if you are absent, it will be graded and the grade will be posted when a hard copy is turned into the instructor. Late assignments are assessed a 10% point penalty for each day they are late regardless of the reason for the absence. Quizzes and the practical portion of lab tests cannot be taken late. Make-up lab tests or quizzes are not given.

5. Students are expected to use correct spelling of scientific terms. Full credit will not be given for misspelled terms on your take-home work. Misspelled terms on in-class work are subject to the interpretation of the instructor.

7. Students are expected to use Standard English in oral and written communication. Use of dictionaries during in-class exams is not allowed. Full credit will not be given if communication of information is inadequate. In essay answers and appropriate assignments, students are advised to use complete sentences that are grammatically correct to properly convey their knowledge.

Student Responsibilities Continued:

8. Students are expected to do their own work on in-class tests and quizzes. Credit will not be given for compromised work. Cheating will not be tolerated; students doing so risk expulsion from the course with a resulting final grade of 0.0. Collaboration among students on take-home assignments is acceptable; however, each student should be turning in his or her own work. Occasionally, group assignments may be made; in such a case, one piece of work form the entire group will be turned in. Students are encouraged to form study groups to facilitate out-of-class learning of material. Tutoring is available through eTutoring.
9. Students should expect to devote considerable time outside class to mastering the course material. Students may be allowed to come into lab room during office hour upon request. Please ask the instructor. Students are not to remove lab materials for the building; however, these materials may be moved to adjacent not-in-use lab rooms. Please return them to their original location when finished.  

10. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner appropriate for the

classroom. There is to be no talking during lecture. Behavior that interferes with learning or which infringes on the rights of other students in the class is not acceptable. A complaint will be made to your commanding officer along with a written complaint to the Science department Dean for disruptive behavior. Sleeping in class is not acceptable. See the Student Code of Conduct for more detail.

11. Students are expected to use all reasonable resources to complete assignments and learn the course material. Lab material tends to run ahead of lecture and you may need to refer to other text chapters to be prepared for the lab exercise. Resources include: your lecture notes, power-point slides, text book, lab manual, standard dictionary, medical dictionary, research on the internet, the library, optional subject exercises posted on the web, etcetera. 

12. Students are ultimately responsible for learning the material presented in this course. The goal of the instructor is to facilitate your learning.
APPROPRIATE CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR

*Be on time to class. If late, take you seat as inconspicuously as possible. Please do not walk in front of the instructor when she is addressing the class.

*Allow the instructor to start the class on time. Restrict your questions and comments in class to the material being covered. Please do not try to monopolize the instructor's attention. Do come to office hour if you need more one on one help.
*Stay in class for the duration of the session. If you must leave the room before class is over, do so as inconspicuously as possible.

*Prior to the start of a test all cell phones are to be turned off. All cell phones, purses and backpacks are to be placed in the front of the classroom. If you are on alert or on-call please let the instructor know, you can then keep your phone or beeper set to vibrate.
*During a test, you may not leave the room (except to use the restroom, one person at a time) and then return later to resume taking your exam. Once you leave the room, you are finished taking the exam.

*Avoid engaging in distracting activities such as talking to your neighbor, mumbling to yourself, tapping toes, pens, or pencils, chewing gum, popping knuckles, sniffing loudly and repeatedly, coughing persistently, etc., during class and especially during tests.   

*If you carry a cellular phone, please turn it off during class or turn it to a no-audible signal so that if it does go off during class, it will not be distracting to others. Please do not take calls during class. If the call is an emergency, leave the room to take the call.

*Please do not bring children to class.  Please arrange for appropriate childcare for the entire class period (s). Also line up backup childcare and a second backup.
*Clean up after yourself before you leave the classroom. Do not leave litter for someone else to dispose of. Push your chair back in next to the table/desk.
* If you need to eat in class please do so quietly. For safety in the lab areas, there is no eating or drinking allowed.
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