Papers #3 and #4
Researched Argumentative Essay

Purpose:  The goal of these assignments is to deepen your skills of taking a stand on an issue, expressing it in a sentence, supporting it in a way that is persuasive to a specific audience, communicating a strong sense of audience awareness, and in writing a paper that is supported (not dominated) by library sources.

Task:  You will be writing two research papers, one each on differing sides of the same issue.  Choose a topic with clearly delineated stances.  This might be as straightforward as a simple pro/con debate, but remember most issues are not totally black and white.  Take, for example, the legalization of marijuana.  Some believe that it should simply be made legal with restrictions, like alcohol.  Others believe marijuana should simply remain an illegal drug.  There are others, though, who believe that marijuana should remain illegal as a recreational drug but that it should be made legally available for certain medical purposes.  Further arguments exist within even this last stance: for which medical conditions should marijuana be legal?  How and by whom should the drug be controlled?

One of the goals of your research should be to narrow your topic down to the most manageable breadth possible for this assignment.

Paper #3 details:
This paper will develop the argument that is in opposition to your beliefs.
must include counter argument and refutation

900 word minimum

2 sources

Paper #4 details:
This paper will develop your own argument in answer to the points presented in paper #3.

must include counter argument and refutation

1200 word minimum

3-5 sources
Topic Limitations:  You may not write your paper on the following topics without specific prior approval from me: gun control, media violence, the legalization of marijuana or other drugs, school uniforms, prayer in school, abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment, or eating disorders.  You also may not write on any topic founded on ideas that are racist, sexist, homophobic, etc.

You must address a specific, opposing audience in your essays, identifying it at the top of each paper under the heading.  No "preaching to the converted" allowed.  Consider carefully the type of evidence this audience would be persuaded by as well as your presentation of both this evidence and yourself as the writer.  Remember, too, that one of these essays may be included in your final portfolio, so you have another audience to consider—the members of the English Department, who tend to look for careful, thoughtful writing.

Sources:  Your essays should present opposing sides of your issue and the evidence to support your position, both evidence from your knowledge and experience and evidence from the library and/or other outside resources.  In addition, you must include the main arguments of opposition to your stance (counter-argument) and your refutation of it. Document all borrowed material, whether quoted or paraphrased, using MLA format.
Highlighted photocopies or printouts of all sources used MUST be submitted with the final copies of these essays. I will not accept either paper without these source copies.

NOTE:  Encyclopedias, dictionaries, and popular magazines (Reader's Digest, Sports Illustrated, etc.) are not suitable academic sources.  If in doubt about the appropriateness of your sources, check with me.


ANOTHER NOTE:  The source material you use should enhance, not dominate your paper.  Most of your text should be your own words and ideas, discussing, explaining, and developing your argument.  A good way to check that your paper is not over-using source material is to temporarily remove all quotes and paraphrases.  The support should, obviously, be weaker, but the paper should still make sense, and it should still make its point

Assessment
I will assess each essay based on the following criteria:

FOCUS: Does the essay contain a clearly stated, arguable thesis?  Is that thesis clearly related to the assignment?  Do the points in the paper work together to clearly support that thesis?

DEVELOPMENT:  Does the essay show a sense of audience awareness?   Does the essay clearly introduce and integrate support material? Does the paper utilize an appropriate number of appropriate sources in meaningful support of the argument?  Does the outside material enhance rather than dominate the argument? For paper #3, are counter-argument and refutation integrated smoothly into the paper?

ORGANIZATION:  Do the introduction and conclusion work effectively to open and close the paper?  Are the ideas organized in such a way as to build a strong, logical argument?  Is the logical connection between points made clear through strong transitions?  Are the points clearly organized at the paragraph level (controlling topic sentences) and at the sentence level (clear, well-crafted sentences)?

MECHANICS:  Has the paper been carefully proofread?  Is it clear of spelling, typographical, and grammatical errors?

Journal Entries:

For Paper #3
1.  Annotated Summaries of two sources, one "pro," and one "con." Due Thursday, 10/26
2.  Argument Chart 
3.  Self-Assessment 
For Paper #4
1.  Why am I writing this, and who cares? (150 word minimum)

2.  Argument Chart
3.  Self-assessment

Due Dates:
M 10/23
Typed explanation of your issue and your thesis statement due
Th 10/26   
Annotated Summaries

M  11/6

Peer Feedback Draft #3   ( 2 copies—one to turn in including audience identification, word 




      count, works cited page, and  highlighted copies of all sources)


Argument charts due
M  11/20
Peer Feedback Draft #4 


Journals 1 and 2
M 11/27
Finals of both  (including audience identification, word count, works cited page, and  


          
highlighted copies of all sources)  and Self-Assessment Journals
