
THEORY NOTES

NOTATION
When we notate music, we use symbols that show three of the four properties of sound; pitch and duration are given accurately and relative intensity (volume) is indicated. Pitch and duration are shown simultaneously.

Clefs


Treble

upper clef,  “G” clef

Bass

lower clef,   “F” clef

Moveable C
soprano, mezzo soprano, alto, tenor, baritone

Grand staff

Treble and bass together (usually bracketed)
Ledger lines

Lines which go beyond the limits of the staff

Octave Identifier
Lets you know which octave (1-8) any given pitch class is in, i.e. 
C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, C6, C7, C8 are all eight octaves for pitch class C. All other pitch classes follow the same pattern (F#4, Eb6, etc.). 
Accidentals

Symbols placed to the left of the note head indicating the raising or lowering of a pitch

Interval

Relationship between two notes

Quantity
(Numeric name)
2, 3, 4, 5, etc

Quality
(Modifier)

M, m, d, A, P

Enharmonic equivalents
Tones which sound the same but have different letter names
(C# and Db, for example).

Tie


Curved line connecting the duration of two notes of the same pitch into a single sound whose duration is equal to the sum of both tied  notes.

Dot


Placed to the right of the note head, a dot lengthens the value of the note by half of its original (undotted) duration.  A second dot lengthens the whole duration by half the value of the first dot.

Meter


Regular recurring pattern of strong and weak beats of equal duration

Simple meter
Each pulse is divided into two parts

Compound meter
Each pulse is a dotted note, dividing into three parts

Dynamic markings
Indicate the general volume of the notes they’re near. In order from 

softest (pianissimo) to loudest (fortissimo):   pp, p, mp, mf, f, ff.
